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A shared global and regional vision: 
rights-based development

▪ The SDGs, Africa’s Agenda 2040 and national 
development plans commit to achieving lasting 
social and economic development
– That is people-centred
– That is fundamentally rights-based

▪ Development requires all – especially the most 
marginalised to equal realisation of their rights – of 
full inclusion

▪ Not just social and economic rights – such as water, 
healthcare and education 

▪ Critically, civil and political rights too – as the 
bedrock

▪ Without the latter – development cannot be 
sustained



Inclusive development requires social 
transformation based on political inclusion 

▪ Lasting development requires transformation 

▪ Requires inclusive societies
– Not just economic inclusion

– But also civil and political inclusion

▪ Where all people are not just beneficiaries of services 
waiting for others to provide solutions

▪ But are active and engaged citizens  - the agents of the 
change they want to see – drivers of change

▪ Empowered and enabled to participate in civil and 
political life to make decisions about resources and 
services

▪ Therefore SDG 16 makes the right to participate in 
political life  a foundation of sustainable development



This means children too: 
Children are rights holders now: 
not just in the future  The SDGs, African Agenda, 

CRC and ACRWC expressly 
recognise their rights to full 
inclusion
 In social
 In economic
 In political life

 By participating fully in civil 
and political  life in 
accordance with their 
evolving capacities 

 NOW and in the future

 Development will not be 
achieved and sustained if 
this right is not recognised, 
protected and promoted



Purpose of education: It is the engine of 
transformation and sustainable development

▪ Education is the engine that drives 
transformation by preparing and 
enabling children to be full and active 
citizens in the 21st century

▪ The CRC and the SDG agenda require 
national education to  fulfil its purpose 

▪ By empowering and enabling children to 
be full and engaged citizens
– Socially

– Economically

– Politically

▪ Support the evolution of their capacities 

▪ To be economically and politically active 
in a democratic and peaceful societies



What does the right to education in the 
21st century encompass?

▪ Children have a right to basic education which 
empowers them to be agents, and not objects 
of change
– Now 
– And in the future

▪ Children therefore  have a right to a basic 
education that recognises, respects and 
promotes their civil and political rights in and 
through education

▪ An education that supports the  development 
of their skills, capacities, knowledge and 
competencies to exercise their civil and 
political rights 

▪ Children and schools have the right to be 
agents of change – not objects of change



What must education systems do to fulfil 
their responsibilities?

▪ Empower and enable the competencies and skills that children need to be included:
– Knowledge of their rights and responsibilities
– Knowledge of how society and political arrangements work
– Access to information
– The ability to use information
– Critical reasoning
– Conflict management
– Making rational choices
– Tolerance of difference
– Freedom of expression and opinion
– Communication skills
– Rhetoric skills

▪ Education must develop their capabilities / evolving capacities

▪ Must evolve their capacities



Education systems must be a bridge

 To development

 To enabled and 
capacitated 
children

 Between the 
theory and 
practice of rights 
and 
development



Do education systems meet the 
challenges of the 21st

century?  Generally and historically –
NO

 Education responds to 
outdated needs and 
challenges of last century

 Sees and produces children 
for the industrial and not 
the information age

 Designed to produce “well-
behaved” children that 
listen when spoken to and 
speak when told to

 In other words, as objects 
and beneficiaries rather 
than agents of change



Growing global call for education transformation: 
the 21st century education framework 

▪ Growing global recognition of the need for 
education transformation

▪ That meets the needs and challenges of the 
21st century and serves as the engine of 
sustainable development

▪ Driven by the 21 st century education 
movement 

▪ Recognises that education systems must be 
fit-for-purpose  and meet the needs of the 
21st century learner 

▪ That nurtures the competencies and skills 
required of an engaged and active citizen of 
modern social, economic and political 
society



To meet the 21st century challenge 
requires whole-system change

 21st century education and 
the required transformation 
requires whole-system 
change

 It is not just about changing 
the subjects /content taught 
in schools

 It is about reorienting the 
whole system to support the 
realisation of the purpose of 
education 
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21st century learning requires 
transformation of the education systems

▪ The current components of 
education systems are not often 
designed to empower and enable 
learners with required 
competencies

▪ The need for systemic 
transformation is often expressed 
as a need for Curriculum Reform
– Which supports the development of 

21st century knowledge, skills and 
competencies

– Including civic and political skills

– Centres around learner agency – as 
the embodiment of the change we 
want to see



It is agreed that change is needed. What does need 
to change?

▪ Teaching content should include civil and political 
rights, information about society, democracy and 
political processes as well as maths, science, 
languages etc.

▪ Teaching methodologies, teacher attitudes and 
teaching  and learning materials must support 
development of competencies and exercise f agency
– Should cultivate skills and competencies such as  accessing 

and using information from a diversity of sources, the use of 
information for evidence-based reasoning, analysis, 
recognition of consequences, tolerance of views, etc.

▪ Infrastructure should support open dialogue and 
access to relevant and up to date information, as well 
as facilitate connections with broader social and 
political dialogue spaces



More is required: Schools and learners 
must be the change we want to see

▪ Practicing what you learn is essential to achieve 21st

century education’s purpose

▪ In as much as you cant teach a child about technology 
without allowing them to use it

▪ So too you cannot teach a child about rights and civic 
responsibility without letting them exercise these

▪ School governance, teaching and learning 
methodology etc. should allow children to exercise 
skills and competencies – put their learning into 
practice as active citizens of the school community

▪ They should enable children’s agency as shapers, 
agents of change and decision-makers about their 
school and education
– School reps on school governance structures
– Debate as a teaching
– School newspapers
– Peer groups



Why the focus on curriculum?

▪ Curriculum is the vehicle that can drive whole 
system change

▪ Curriculum is not just the subjects that are taught

▪ It is the foundation of the whole education system

▪ It is made up of the comprehensive systemic parts
– It is the why

– The what

– The how

– The who

▪ It articulates the vision and goal or purpose of the 
education system and provides the road map of 
how to navigate the journey and reach your 
destination



Implication of 21st century education: 
Education, schools and curriculum must 
become facilitative learning ecosystems

▪ The purpose of 21st century education is complex and multi-
faceted

▪ It is to prepare children for social, economic and political life  - to 
empower and enable them to participate fully in all levels of 
society

▪ Requires that education / teaching and learning is equally 
multifaceted and linked to all levels of society and life

▪ This requires education to be seen as an ecosystem – bringing 
educators from all aspects of society to the child – and linking 
the child with all aspects

▪ Schools is the facilitator of education and partnerships for 21st

century teaching and leaning by those with knowledge

▪ Schools are centres of support for teaching and learning 

▪ The education children need cannot be provided by only 
teachers – must be 
– Media

– Politicians

– Human rights  institutes



How can we mobilise required education 
and curriculum reform across the region?

▪ CSTL provides an ideal advocacy and planning vehicle

▪ Shared vision and goals

▪ Significant synergies

▪ SADC initiative endorsed by ministers

▪ Rationale is rights-based development

▪ Calls for whole system reform to realise transformation 
for sustainable, rights-based development

▪ Calls for reform across same platforms as 21st century 
education
– Curriculum
– Educator qualities
– Pedagogy
– Infrastructure
– Teaching and learning resources
– Relationships with community
– Leadership and governance

CSTL

Children’s 
civil and 
political 

rights

21st

Century 
education



Some challenges in 21st curriculum reform 
processes that could be overcome through 
CSTL framing

▪ Focus in curriculum reform 
on career development  -
preparation for the 
workplace

▪ Less on preparation for 
citizenship  and civic 
engagement

▪ Mentioned, but not well-
developed in 21st century 
education literature and 
curriculum reform 
initiatives



Some limitations with the CSTL framework 

▪ Focuses more on complementary and not core services –
curriculum issues

▪ Less clarity and guidance on what is required in terms of an 
inclusive and socially cohesive school / education system to 
equalise vulnerable children’s opportunities to be fully engaged 
citizens in social and political life

▪ On curriculum reform

▪ On educator support and development

▪ On infrastructure and learning materials



How can CSTL strengthen 21st century 
learning and in so doing CPR? Use the 
essential elements / pillars to drive reform

Vehicle to advocate and guide curriculum reform

• Develop a curriculum framework supporting systematisation of CSTL 

• Provide guidelines via CSTL PF on outcomes required 

Advocate and guide participatory and practice-oriented  teaching practices and 
attitudes 

• Provide policy statements 

• Guidelines

Advocate and guide dynamic infrastructure 

• Policy statements

• Guidelines 



How can CSTL strengthen 21st century 
learning and in so doing CPR?

Advocate and guide schools as socially and political networked hubs of 
learning and sharing 

Advocate and guide schools and education system governance and 
leadership arrangements inclusive of children 



How can 21st century learning strengthen 
CSTL and in so doing CPR?

Provide direction on what the advocated curriculum reform should look like – provide 
the road map

Provide the indicators and road map for what participatory and practice-oriented  
teaching practices and attitudes 

Provide guidance and direction on what 21st century infrastructure should look like to 
achieve 21st century goals  - children as agents of change and engaged citizens  



How can 21st century education 
strengthen CSTL and CPR?

Provide guidance on what a  socially and political networked school as a hub 
of learning and sharing can and should look like

•

Provide guidance on what inclusive governance can look like  



21st century learning and CSTL are 
symbiotic – mutually reinforcing

21st century 
education 

CSTL



Moving forward

▪ We must synch 21st century 
learning and CSTL

▪ To ensure children’s civil and 
political rights are 
mainstreamed and advanced

▪ In theory and practice

▪ Across the region

▪ Bring them together in a 
consolidated framework for 
children’s participation  in and 
through education 



Thank you

patricia@advocacyaid.com


