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INTRODUCTION

• South Africa went into hard lockdown in March
closing all businesses, schools and universities in
response to our first COVID cases

• We decided early on to follow the science

• Ministerial Advisory Committee of our best
scientists and social scientists established to
advise government

• Emphasis placed on international experience and
global best practice
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IMPORTANCE OF SCHOOLING

• Prolonged closure of school not an option in a developing 
country context

• Schooling is protective, particularly for poor and vulnerable 
children and adolescents

• Access to social support offered by schools is critical 
(nutrition, PSS, SRHS, etc)

• Risk of reversing progress in educational achievement 

• The digital divide made remote learning unattainable for 
most

• The greatest strength of our education system remains the 
classroom

4



THE AVAILABLE EVIDENCE ON SCHOOLING

• Children and adolescents are less likely to contract SARS COV-2

• Children and adolescents generally have milder form of COVID-19

• Younger children are less likely to transmit the disease to each other

and staff, while adolescents probably have a similar rate of

transmission compared to adults

• Whilst community transmission is high, there is a continuous risk of

new infections in schools

• Infections amongst teachers are not significantly different from

infections in the general population

• The virus is susceptible to heat, drying, detergents, disinfectants and

UV (sunlight)

• Regular cleaning of surfaces and frequently touched places with

water and detergents
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SAFE RETURN TO SCHOOL

• Phased return to school starting with grades 12 and 7

• Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for  all schools

• Health and Hygiene Package to all schools (2 masks, 
thermometres, hand sanitisers and soap)

• Screening procedure defined and additional cleaners

• Social distancing norm set at 1.5m

• School capacity set at 50%

• Differentiated timetables and amended school calendar

• Trimmed curriculum and hard end to 2020

• Learners and teachers with comorbidities exempted

• Provision of water a critical challenge
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WATER & SANITATION
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STAFF ROOM



WEARING OF MASKS
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LESSONS LEARNT

• Remain responsive to new evidence

• Close schools when community transmission is high

• Continuous engagement with key stakeholders 

• Clear and consistent messaging with parents and communities

• Deep cleaning and decontamination not required

• Fogging and spraying are dangerous to human health

• Provision of PSS is critical

• Differentiated support to children with special needs and school hostels

• Keeping school nutrition open and supporting the social role of schools
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