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“March 2020 will forever be 
known as the time all the world’s 
schools closed their doors.” 

These were the words of Lesotho 
Deputy Minister of Education, 
the Honorable ‘Mamookho 
Phiri, at a handover ceremony 
of COVID-19 equipment and 
hygiene support on October 16 
this year. 

The handover, which took place 
at Thetsane High School, one 
of Lesotho’s 10 FutureLife-Now! 
pilot schools, was made possible 
through COVID-19 emergency 
funding from the Swiss Agency for 
Development and Corporation (SDC). 
It was facilitated by MIET AFRICA, 
in partnership with Global Hope 
Mobilization (GLOHOMO) and the 
Lesotho ministries of Education  
and Health.

Because of COVID-19 regulations, 
the handover attendees were limited 
to school principals, funders and 
ministerial representatives. 

Equipment included face masks, face 
shields, thermal thermometers, soap, 
water tanks, and beds. This equipment 
was identified through a rapid needs 
assessment, undertaken by GLOHOMO 

in all FutureLife-Now! schools. 
According to Deputy Minister Phiri, the  
assessment report highlighted that 
key challenges facing schools relate 
to handwashing, enforcing of social-
distancing and accessing personal 
protective equipment. 

“The report reflected that the 
pandemic has shown to us that WASH 
facilities are inadequate in many 
schools,” she added.
Over the past few months, schools 
in Lesotho have re-opened and the 

donated equipment has been delivered 
to the FutureLife-Now! schools and 
adjacent health centres and clinics. 
This will contribute to the health and 
safety of all returning learners.   

According to Rantsane Kuleile, 
FutureLife-Now! Country Manager 
in Lesotho, delivery of COVID-19 
equipment and hygiene support  
“put schools in a position to ensure  
the safety of our children against  
this pandemic”. 

Fighting COVID-19: Thanks to GLOHOMO’s rapid needs assessment, funding from the SDC 
saw protective equipment delivered to all 10 FutureLife-Now! Schools in Lesotho



Prior to the World Health 
Organization (WHO) declaring the 
COVID-19 outbreak a pandemic 
on 12 March 2020, an event in 
Malawi involving a handover from 
a donor would be a large-scale 
ceremony, and include ministers, 
government officials, donors and 
members of the community.  

The small-scale event pledging 
COVID-19 emergency protective 
materials to the ministries of Education 
and Health in Malawi, although no less 
valuable,  illustrated the “new normal”.  
The event took place on 22 September 
2020 at the Ministry of Education, 
Science and Technology (MoEST) 
headquarters in Lilongwe.

The protective materials, donated by 
the Swiss Agency for Development 
and Cooperation (SDC), through its 
partners MIET AFRICA and Global 
Hope Mobilization (GLOHOMO), 
were symbolically handed over by 
the Honorary Consul for the Swiss 
Embassy in Malawi, Sylvia Giannacks. 
The pledge was received by the Deputy 
Director for School Health, Nutrition, 
HIV and AIDS in the MoEST, Virginia 
Kachigunda, on behalf of the Ministry. 

The donation was informed by an 
assessment of the COVID-19 situation 
in Malawi.  Two key challenges facing 
the education sector were identified, 
namely inadequate WASH facilities 
and a lack of COVID-19 protective 

materials, for example masks and soap 
for the many vulnerable learners in 
FutureLife-Now! and CSTL schools.

The materials, which have since been 
delivered to the schools, included 
reusable face masks; hygiene soap; 
surgical masks; two water tanks per 
school; medical infrared thermometers; 
face shields; and COVID-19 learners’ 
booklets, facilitators’ manuals and 
posters.  
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Malawi Handover a “Symbol” of Hope

The New Normal: Held outside the Ministry of Education headquarters in Lilongwe, the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation 
pledged protective materials to FutureLife-Now! schools while following COVID-19 protocols. 
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The scourge of COVID-19 
might have disrupted the lives 
of individuals, societies and 
governments across the world, 
but the partners of the FutureLife-
Now! programme determined 
that they would not allow the 
pandemic to halt communication, 
training and support in the 10 
FutureLife-Now! pilot schools. 
Instead, an effective e-platform 
was established at all 10 schools 
in Malawi.   

Bukelwa Mandisa Ntlabati, MIET 
AFRICA’s Country Manager in Malawi, 
said keeping contact with school 
communities is critical. “From the 
onset of lockdown, schools were 
closed. We were unable to travel, so 
we were unable to assure the wellness 
of learners.” 

Creating an e-platform means access 
to the schools and stakeholders 
through virtual meetings. It also allows 
nurses in the adjoining clinics to speak 
to learners without risking the danger 
close contact brings. 

“I can conduct training with educators 
and learners without compromising 
anyone’s health,” said Nlabati, “and 
it is more efficient because we don’t 
have to travel for many hours to 
access a school.”

However, Malawi is an increasingly 
energy-stressed country, and with 

frequent load shedding, accessing an 
e-platform is a challenge. 
 
FutureLife-Now’s solution to this 
challenge was to install solar power 
which would provide the necessary 
energy to run laptops, data projectors 
and screen tripods. 

The FutureLife-Now! schools will also 
make substantial savings on billed 
electricity since the solar panels have 
been installed for the most efficient 
energy absorption.  

When asked how the educators felt 
about the installation of the solar 
power, Nlabati joked, “I can compare 
the teachers to Neil Armstrong, they 
were over the moon!”

The solar supplier began work on 17 
September 2020. The supplier also 
provided a training team to train 
the users at schools to adhere to the 
correct procedures. This has ensured 
that the 10 FutureLife-Now! schools 
have adequate and safe inverter 
systems with all safety measures 
explained to the teaching and non-
teaching staff, as well as members of 
the Parent-Teachers’ Association. 

The FutureLife-Now! Objective 4 
states: “To empower young people 
to drive action to improve their 
physical environment and address the 
challenges of climate change.” 

In line with this objective, Nlabati 
said that the installation of the solar 
systems will enable them to operate 
via clean energy while at the same 
time combatting greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

“It makes the FutureLife-Now! schools 
in Malawi greener, safer and more 
eco-friendly. Eco-friendly schools may 
contribute to an increased morale of 
both learners and teachers and the 
general ethos of the schools.” 

FutureLife-Now! Schools over the  
Moon about New Solar Systems 

Green Power: The solar systems installed at 
10 FutureLife-Now! schools in Malawi provide 

the necessary energy to run e-platforms
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It’s no easy job training almost 
9 000 learners while keeping 
COVID-19 health and safety 
protocols in place. 

But this is what 88 facilitators 
at Zambia’s 10 FutureLife-
Now! schools were tasked 
with: Providing information to 
thousands of grade 8, 9, 10, 11 
and 12 learners about COVID-19 
over an eight-day period while 
ensuring the safety of all 
concerned. 

The training was part of an initiative 
that included protective materials 
donated by the Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation (SDC), 
through its partners MIET AFRICA and 
Global Hope Mobilization (GLOHOMO). 

Donated materials included face 
masks, soap, face shields, thermal 
scanners, water tanks, training 
materials and posters.
The hour long training sessions 
took place between September 30 
and October 7 this year. Educators 
were supported by Sanny Mulubale, 
Zambia’s COVID-19 Emergency 
Response In-Country Coordinator, 
as well as the two youth facilitators 
already in place at each school.
Schools faced a number of challenges, 
but overall the training was a 
resounding success with training 
taking place over weekends and 
between study periods.

One of the factors contributing to 
the success of the training was the 
donation of face shields which meant 
that educators could talk freely and be 
easily understood while maintaining 
safety standards. 

“These shields are endlessly reusable,” 
said an educator from Kapiri Tech 
Secondary. “They simply require 
washing with soap and water or a 
common disinfectant; they are more 
comfortable to wear and are good 
at blocking droplets. They also form 
a barrier that keeps me and my 
colleagues from easily touching  
our faces.”

A further initiative that proved 
successful was to have learners wash 
their hands and receive their masks 
prior to the training. “This made us 
curious,” said a grade 11 learner from 
Nakatete Secondary school, “We 
wanted to find out what was going to 
happen in the training.”

The training was not without its 
challenges. These included equipment 
shortages, a lack of large venues 
and therefore more sessions, and 
exhaustion on the part of educators 
after days of training small groups.

Eric Sinyangwe, Head Teacher at 
Naboye Secondary School, said 
training so many learners was 
challenging. “We split our classes 
into groups of 25 learners and our 

safety officers taught from 7am in the 
morning until 5.30pm. It was tiring but 
they worked very hard and successfully 
attended to all the learners.”

He added that it was worth the effort. 
“Learners stated they were grateful 
for the training and the items received. 
They are now more aware of the 
dangers of COVID-19 and measures to 
be undertaken to control the disease.” 

Meeting the COVID-19 Training  
Challenge Head-on

Creating Awareness: Girls at Kapiri Tech 
Secondary understand how to address the 

dangers of COVID-19.

Screening Educators’ Smiles: The donation  
of face shields meant that educators can 
talk freely to learners while maintaining 

safety standards. 
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FutureLife-Now! Looks out for  
Most Vulnerable

In Zimbabwe the coronavirus has 
had more far-reaching effects 
than what meets the eye. 

The pandemic is devastating 
the economy and threatening 
food security, and has been 
most deeply felt in marginalized 
communities and rural areas.  

It is this that motivated the FutureLife-
Now! programme to distribute food 
packs to its most vulnerable learners 
at its 10 pilot schools. The distribution 
was facilitated by MIET AFRICA, 
and accompanied by advocacy and 
training on keeping safe during the 
time of COVID-19.

The exercise had to be carefully 
planned. The FutureLife-Now! schools 
are spread over four provinces in 
Zimbabwe: Matabeleland South, 
Midlands, Mashonaland East and 
Mashonaland Central. 

“From our base in Harare it might 
take a couple of hours to get to 
Mashonaland but it can take the 
whole day to drive to Matabeleland,” 
said Zimbabwe’s FutureLife-Now! 
Country Manager, Aussie Ndlovu. 
“Distribution was arranged per 
school and we had to ensure that the 
gatherings comprised less than 50 
people, according to social distancing 
regulations.”

School principals were relied on to 
identify the most vulnerable families 

and mobilize those communities. “In 
some instances the recipients were 
instructed to come to the school at 
different times,” explained Ndlovu, 
“At other schools the recipients would 
separate into two groups. One group 
would receive the food pack and 
the other would receive COVID-19 
health and safety training from our 
FutureLife-Now! coordinators and peer 
educators.” 

The food hampers included 10kg maize 
meal, rice, sugar beans, cooking oil, 
soya chunks and salt. The team also 
issued out COVID-19 masks, COVID-19 
awareness booklets and posters.

“The training was very interactive and 
we were able to impart important 
information,” added Ndlovu. “For 
example, we were asked why and 
how soap kills the virus. We were also 
asked if ash could be used instead of 
soap to clean hands. 

“All in all, it was very successful. Not 
only did the families go back home 

with food packs, but also with factually 
accurate information on COVID-19.”

Further COVID-19 training is being 
conducted and continued support is 
being offered to the schools through 
the FutureLife-Now! programme.  

Families in Need: The most vulnerable 
in the FutureLife-Now! communities 

went home with food parcels as well as 
information about COVID-19


