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PRESENTATIONS 

FutureLife-Now! update 

ESA Commitment Update and Plans 

FutureLife-Now! M&E update 

Impact of COVID-19 on Adolescents and Young People in 
the SADC Region 

M Cockerill 

R Shawa 

J Norins 

Y Tagwireyi 

Member State presentation 

 

 

 

Member State presentation 

 

 

 

Member State presentation 

Lesotho: Improvement of 
retention of learners at 
school post COVID-19 
disruptions  
 

Zambia: An integrated 
model of participatory 
approaches between 
schools and health facilities 
in Zambia 
 
Malawi: youth clubs 

Malawi: ending child 
marriages 

Member State presentation Zimbabwe: Fit for Life and 
Work: Learners 21st 
Century Survival Kit 
 

Presentations will be uploaded on the SADC CSTL and MIET AFRICA websites: 

www.cstlsadc.com; www.mietafrica.com 

 

ABBREVIATIONS 

M&E 

QRID 

SADC 

SDC 

SRH[R] 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

Quick Response Identify  

Southern African Development Community 

Swiss Agency for Cooperation and Development 

Sexual and Reproductive Health [and Rights] 

http://www.cstlsadc.com/
http://www.mietafrica.com/
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Meeting information 

The four Member States selected to pilot the SADC FutureLife-Now! Programme are 

Lesotho, Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  

Chairperson: Francis Zhuwao (Director of Education Planning, Ministry of Education 

Science and Technology), Malawi 

Scribe:  Michael Main (MIET AFRICA) 

Attendance:  see attendance register (which includes email contact information, 

attached) 

There were some connectivity issues during the meeting, which meant some 

presentations were disrupted, with presenters not always being clearly heard at all 

times. 

Welcome & introductions 

The meeting commenced at 09h00. 

The chairperson explained he would chair the meeting in the absence of Chikondano 

Mussa, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Education Science and Technology, and 

tendered her apologies. He welcomed everyone to the meeting on behalf of Malawi, 

the current chair of SADC. He asked delegates from the Member States to introduce 

themselves, before giving a brief overview of the purpose of the meeting: for the four 

FutureLife-Now! pilot Member States to share successes, lessons learnt and progress 

made in implementing the programme, especially in the light of the effects of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. He concluded by thanking the SADC Secretariat for guidance 

provided to Member States, SDC for its financial support and MIET AFRICA for 

technical support. 

Approval of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without amendment: proposed by Lesotho and seconded 

by Zimbabwe.  

Minutes of the meeting of 11 July 2021 

ADOPTION 

The minutes were projected page by page before being adopted without amendment: 

proposed by Zambia, seconded by MIET AFRICA.  
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MATTERS ARISING 

Convene meeting on mainstreaming youth agency within the CSTL framework 

Lynn van der Elst 

Youth agency is core to preparing young people for productive engagement in the 

21st century and hence has been identified as a critical focus area of FutureLife-Now! 

To this end a Child and Youth Agency Framework has been drafted and there are 

plans to hold national-level workshops with the FutureLife-Now! task teams in the 

second half of this year. School-level workshops will begin, based on accessibility of 

schools. 

At a recent meeting between SADC and MIET AFRICA, it was agreed that broad 

consultation is important before the Framework can be finalized and put to education 

ministers for adoption. An important action therefore is to convene a special meeting 

with all sixteen Member States to discuss the promotion of agency across the region. 

This is scheduled for September/October. 

Comments, questions and responses 

Dr Sannassee added that the SADC Secretariat and MIET AFFRICA will have 

discussions with Member States so a draft framework can be prepared as soon as 

possible so it can be presented for approval at the next Ministers’ Meeting in June 

2022. 

Regional information  

FUTURELIFE-NOW! UPDATES 

Megan Cockerill, MIET AFRICA—see presentation (FutureLife-Now! Update) 

The presentation covered five main topics: 

• COVID-19 Emergency Response 

• Research study 

• Radio programmes 

• CSTL Pulse  

• Climate Change TV 

Should delegates require any further information, they are welcome to email Ms 

Cockerill or Ms Bashni Naicker. 

Comments, questions and responses 

In response to an initial question as to whether the materials can be made in Braille, 

Ms Cockerill suggested that this be investigated further and reported back on at the 

next meeting.  
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SDC also expressed appreciation that in Zimbabwe, for example, radio programming 

had been extended to include another official language. Other comments during the 

meeting and in Chat also suggested that all FutureLife-Now! materials be made as 

inclusive as possible, which, where feasible, could include translation into local and 

sign languages as well. 

RENEWED ESA COMMITMENT 

Remmy Shawa, UNESCO—see presentation (ESA Commitment Update and Plans) 

The presentation gave a brief overview of the ESA Commitment roadmap and 

timeframes for the period April to December 2021, and answered two critical 

questions: 

• Are these steps adequate/relevant to get us a renewed ESA Commitment? 

• What needs to be done to enhance accountability and implementation of the ESA 
Commitment? 

The presentation also dealt with the findings of the ESA Evaluation and the key 

recommendations, as well as the “Asset Folder” that is currently being developed, and 

which is aimed at supporting country and regional consultations.  

M&E update, including QRID cards 

Jennifer Norins, MIET AFRICA—see presentation (FutureLife-Now! M&E update) 

The comprehensive presentation included an explanation of the FutureLife-Now! M&E 

Methodologies adopted and the rationale for and use of Quick Response Identity 

(QRID) cards. It went on to explain the learner survey that was completed in June, in 

which about 40% of the enrolled learners in the 40 schools were surveyed. Analysis 

is currently underway, and the reports will be shared in September. It concluded with 

a brief overview of the next steps. 

Comments, questions and responses 

The chair noted that i) in Zimbabwe there were no youth registration in June, and ii) 

Malawi and Zimbabwe had scored 4/10 for health facility data (compared to 10/10 for 

the other two Member States).  

Response: i) Peer educators have tablets that as yet do not have the required software 

required. However, all the Zimbabwe learners have QRID cards. The service provider 

will configure the tablets, and MIET AFRICA will do training for the peer educators.  

ii) Malawi and Zimbabwe are still to provide information from six (of ten) health facilities 

each. Both Member States confirmed that they are following up with the outstanding 

clinics and, with the exception of one clinic in Zimbabwe, should provide the 

information by the end of the following week (30 July). 



FUTURELIFE-NOW! REGIONAL TASK TEAM MEETING, 22 JULY 2021 

 

4 

 

Research findings on the Impact of COVID-19 on Adolescents and 

Young People in the SADC Region 

Yvonne Tagwireyi, MIET AFRICA—see presentation (circulated to all Member States) 

The report on the research findings has been circulated to all Member States.  

The presentation included the objectives of the study, the research methodology and 

key findings. It was conducted across six Member States—the four FutureLife-Now! 

pilot countries, as well as Madagascar and Namibia. The presentation concluded with 

a call to action, the validation process and next steps. Should Member States have 

anything to add or have comments, they are welcome to complete the validation 

question (see link  https://forms.gle/F7CbFtwCJWCQLdcP9) and submit to MIET 

AFRICA by 26 July 2021. 

Comments, questions and responses 

Dr Sannassee indicated that the SADC Secretariat will also be sending the report to 

the Permanent Secretaries in the six Member States. 

Member State presentations  

Addressing FutureLife-Now! priority themes 

Each of the four pilot Member States used a basic template to report on: 

• Context and background 

• Successes 

• Overcoming challenges 

• Lessons learnt 

LESOTHO 

Bertha Seutloali—see Member State presentation (Lesotho) 

The presentation included a reflection on improvement of retention of learners post 

COVID-19 disruptions. The country has developed a “three pathways” model to open 

access for secondary education. The Ministry of Education and Training has plans to 

hold a national dialogue (last held in 2006) to address challenges, and lessons learnt 

included that learners need to be equipped with study, life and resilience skills, and 

require more access to psychosocial support and counselling. 

ZAMBIA 

Abigail Tuchili—see Member State presentation (Zambia) 

The presentation focussed on the country’s participatory approach in schools and 

health facilities to provide learners and their families with holistic education and health 

https://forms.gle/F7CbFtwCJWCQLdcP9


FUTURELIFE-NOW! REGIONAL TASK TEAM MEETING, 22 JULY 2021 

 

5 

 

support during the COVID-19 pandemic. One of the important lessons learnt is that 

young people take responsibility when they are part of the programming. Various 

models are being trialled with great success in the country, including Keeping Girls in 

School, Adolescent Girls Advanced Prevention Education, DREAMS, FutureLife-Now! 

and Adaptative Leadership. 

MALAWI 

Malawi gave two presentations. 

Hans Katengeza—see Member State presentation (Malawi: youth clubs) 

The presentation focused on youth clubs as vital space for adolescent SRH, which 

have as an overall aim the prevention of unwanted pregnancies and HIV and other 

sexually transmitted infections. One of the key lessons learnt is that even during 

disasters, sexual activities still take place, so SRHR services are still needed: youth 

clubs provide a safe space for doing so. 

Mhone Kondwani—see Member State presentation (Malawi: youth clubs) 

The presentation provided an overview of child marriage, which persists in part 

because strong traditional and religious practices make it difficult to enforce laws. 

However, research shows that over 80% of decisions to marry early are made by the 

children themselves (which was raised as a concern during discussions). A national 

task force on ending child marriage and government-supported initiatives are having 

some success. One of the challenges noted was that of data collection, but an 

important lesson is that of involving children themselves when designing interventions.  

Comments, questions and responses 

Comment: Ms Tagwireyi noted the importance of political will in addressing harmful 

traditional and cultural practices, including child marriage. The presenter concurred, 

but also noted that more could be done in Malawi to prosecute child marriages. 

ZIMBABWE 

Loreen Antonio—see Member State presentation (Zimbabwe) 

With support from UNFPA, UNESCO, the National AIDS Council and UNICEF, the 

Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education has introduced radio programmes for 

reaching out to learners when away from school, so that it has been possible to provide 

Guidance and Counselling and Life Skills Empowerment Services to learners during 

the COVID-19 lockdowns. However, a key challenge has been equitable coverage for 

all learners, although they were provided in various languages, which enhances 

inclusivity. An important lesson learnt is that of giving learners space for their voices 

to be heard. 
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Remarks by funding partner  

Edson Mugore, SDC 

Mr Mugore expressed his appreciation of the level of the presentations made, before 

highlighting four key issues to take forward from the meeting: 

• Importance of involving young men and boys in initiatives 

• Chid marriages 

He asked Member States to help by providing information on what is happening 
about combatting child marriage. 

• Translating information into Braille 

This is important as part of the leave no one behind principle that forms an 
integral part of SDC’s work. 

• Learner agency 

There is a need to prioritize mainstreaming of youth agency.  

Thanks and closure 

The chairperson thanked everyone for their participation, as well as the SADC 

Secretariat and MIET AFRICA for arranging the meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at 12h40.  
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Action matrix 

The following actions are required: 

PERSON ACTION REQUIRED 

SADC / 

MIET AFRICA  

Re Child and Youth Agency Framework, convene:  

• National-level workshops with FutureLife-Now! task teams 

• A special meeting with all sixteen Member States to discuss the 

promotion of agency across the region 

Megan Cockerill 
Investigate feasibility of translating FutureLife-Now! materials into 

Braille and into sign and local and languages 

Malawi and 

Zimbabwe 
Provide M&E health facility data (six clinics each) by 30 July 

Member States 

Make comments on the Impact of COVID-19 research study by 

completing the validation forms 

(See https://forms.gle/F7CbFtwCJWCQLdcP9) 
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