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Background
• In May 2021, MIET Africa published a report on the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on young
people in SADC Region.
• Research focused primarily on establishing preliminary evidence of how the pandemic was impacting
young people’s lives, particularly their education and access to critical services, by gathering the
views of young people themselves on how COVID-19 has impacted their lives.
• Research also explored SADC Member States’ readiness in responding to the unprecedented health
emergency and government’s efforts to support children and young people’s rights to education,
health, protection and overall wellbeing.
• Given the time-period of the data collection process, and the continuance of the COVID-19
pandemic, a request was made by the CSTL Technical Committee to carry out a follow up research
with SADC Member States to reflect the ongoing adaptations that governments have made in their
responses to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Objectives of the research update
• The primary objective of the follow-up research is to document
how governments have continued to adapt to the COVID-19
pandemic amidst the continuing waves of infection and
consequent lockdowns being instituted in the region.
• To document any efforts countries have taken to include the
participation of young people in decision making processes.
• Conduct a further analysis of the policy and programmatic
measures that SADC Member States have put in place to secure
the education and overall wellbeing of young people.

Research Questions
1. Has the pandemic impacted on student enrolment and drop-out compared to

the academic year before the COVID-19 pandemic? (Number of in-person school
days lost in 2020 and 2021)
2. What approaches (policy, programmatic, institutional) have been employed to
minimize the negative effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on the educational
outcomes and overall wellbeing for children in your country?
3. What are the main challenges being experienced in the context of education
and health?
4. What adaptations have been made in light of COVID-19 to ensure access to
SRHR supports and services for adolescents and young people?

5. What is the status of COVID-19 crisis management in relation to youth’s rights in
SADC Member States?
6. How is the government facilitating vaccine roll out and addressing vaccine
disinformation? What are the implications of vaccination programmes for teachers
and learners?

Research Methodology
• This follow-up research does not intend to be extensive, but rather to provide SADC Member
States with an opportunity to update their status on education, health, wellbeing issues to
better reflect the developments that have taken place in the region since December 2020
• The follow-up research will involve a short questionnaire to be disseminated to all SADC
Member States
• Follow-up interviews with Key Informants in the Member States that were primary focus
countries in the original research (Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mozambique, Zambia,
Zimbabwe).
• A rapid desktop review of updated strategies, programmes, interventions and other current/
newer research on the impact of COVID-19 on adolescents and young people.

SADC Member States Responses to request for nomination of Focal Points
•

A letter from the SADC Secretariat issued via e-mail in
September 2021 requesting all Member States to identify focal
persons from Ministries of Education, Health and Child-focused
Ministries to respond to the survey

•

Responses have been received from 4 SADC Member States:
i. Angola
ii. Madagscar
iii. South Africa
iv. Zimbabwe

•

Follow up request sent to SADC Member States to confirm focal
persons for completion of the survey and KIIs for focal countries.
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Preliminary Findings from Desk-top Review
•

A gradual return to on-site learning has taken shape in most
SADC Member States.

• Countries have faced numerous challenges as they approach
the reopening of their education systems during the COVID19 pandemic.
• Policy and practice responses by SADC MS for the safe
reopening of schools involved four key areas: developing
decision-making frameworks and approaches to school
reopening; formulating and executing back-to-school
campaign strategies; promoting health-related measures for
the safe reopening of schools, and adopting learning
adaptations suited to various contexts.
• While research on the links between school reopening's and
community transmission of COVID-19 shows that reopening
by and large have little effect on infection rates, other
research on school management challenges shows that
schools are struggling to cope with strict protocols.

Preliminary Findings from Desk-top Review
Classification

Actual Number of weeks Country
schools were closed until
school reopening

Partial or Fully Open

11-20 weeks

15 weeks

Tanzania

Fully Open

21-30 weeks

25 weeks

Botswana

Fully Open

26 weeks

Malawi

Fully Open

25 weeks

Mauritius

Fully Open

25 weeks

Namibia

Fully Open

24 weeks

Zambia

Fully Open

35 weeks

Comoros

Fully Open

33 weeks

Democratic
Congo

32 weeks

Madagascar

31-40 weeks

Republic

of Fully Open

Fully Open

Preliminary Findings from Desk-top Review

Preliminary Findings from Desk-top Review
• SADC regional picture of the number of learners that dropped out of school in 2021 is still
difficult to ascertain as some schools are still recording dropouts, implying that Ministries or
Departments of Education are yet to understand the full extent of the impact of COVID-19.
• Post- COVID 19 data is slow to emerge with limited reporting mechanisms in school systems

• Methods of measuring learning levels differ.
• The policy and practice responses by SADC Member States for COVID-19 school adaptations
consisted of four key areas, namely:
i) Developing decision-making policy frameworks and approaches to school reopening
ii) Formulating and executing back-to-school campaign strategies
iii) Promoting health-related measures for the safe reopening of schools
iv) Adopting learning adaptations suited to various contexts
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Vaccine Priority for teachers
• UNESCO’s COVID-19 Global Education Recovery Tracker monitors vaccine access by teachers.
Most SADC Member States such as South Africa, Lesotho, Eswatini, Zimbabwe, Namibia,
Malawi, and Mozambique placed teachers in the priority group to receive vaccinations. S
• Angola, Mauritius, and Zambia show that teachers were considered a lower priority group. No
evidence is shown for the prioritisation of teachers in Botswana, Comoros, DRC, Madagascar,
and Tanzania

Vaccine Priority for teachers
Country

Angola
Botswana
Comoros
Democratic Rep. of Congo
Eswatini
Lesotho
Madagascar
Malawi
Mauritius
Mozambique
Namibia
Seychelles
South Africa
United Rep. of Tanzania
Zambia
Zimbabwe

Prioritization of teachers Teachers
in Vaccination
partially
vaccinated (%)
Group 3 or lower
Not prioritized
Not prioritized
Not prioritized
Group 2
Group 2
Not prioritized
Group 2
Not specified
Group 2
Group 2
Not prioritized
Group 2
Not prioritised
Not specified
Group 2

Teachers fully Vaccination
vaccinated
reference date
(%)

50%

16 Sept 2021
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Preliminary Findings of Desk-top Review
• Teachers need a range of additional support to ensure their
health and safety and guide them through the many
teaching and learning adaptations being put in place.
• This may include additional professional development
opportunities, psychosocial support and prioritizing
teachers for vaccination.

• Infrastructure support to schools is needed to enable them
to adhere to public health protocols and meet distancing
requirements as learners return to school. vaccination.
• School policies and support systems should be flexible
enough to welcome the return of pregnant teen girls and
young mothers and mitigate against future disruptions of
their learning.

Key Takeaways
a) The cost of keeping schools closed is steep and threatens to
hamper a generation of children and youth while widening prepandemic disparities
b) Remote and Hybrid Education is Here to Stay
c) SADC Member States need to improve their readiness for
emergencies
d) Building resilient education systems will require more systematic
generation of evidence and implementation research
e) Strengthen and support the teacher workforce
f) SADC Member States should adopt a learning recovery program
of evidence-based strategies to accelerate learning

Recommendations

SADC Secretariat

• Development of a SADC Framework on Re-opening of Schools
setting out the normative standards and approaches of safe reopening of schools to ensure that the Member States build back
better.
• Support a regional back-to-school campaign through the Member States to
ensure collective efforts and that adolescents and young people have a fair
chance to access education.
•

Recommendations

SADC Member States:

-

Reopening schools should be countries’ highest priority.
Rekindle commitment to deliver essential SRHR interventions for adolescents
and young people at the community level to ensure access and effective delivery
Ensure equitable and timely access to COVID-19 vaccines for teachers and
learners, amongst all priority groups to ensure that learning does not wait.
Invest in remote learning and teaching platforms that are inclusive of all teachers
and learners from different backgrounds and abilities, to ensure that learning is
not halted by future crises.

The Call to Action

UN Agencies, CSOs, Private
Sector

• Launch public campaigns and strengthen advocacy about girls’
education, teenage pregnancies and bridge the gap for SRHR
service provision for most vulnerable youth by linking schools
with SRHR supports and services in healthcare facilities.
• Provide professional development and support for teachers so
that they can adapt to new circumstances in schools as part of
the frontline response and recovery
• Advocate for continued investments in health, education and
protection policies and programmes aimed at longer-term
gender transformation and socioeconomic wellbeing for young
people.

Next Steps
Task

Timelines

Responsible

Primary data collection with
February 2022
Education, Health, Protection focal
points in SADC Member States

MIET Africa Regional Team

Data analysis and write up

MIET Africa

February 2022

Report validation with SADC
March 2022
Member States
Finalisation of research update
February 2022
based on reflection from
validation process- report
presented as an addendum to the
original research report

SADC Secretariat and MIET
Africa
MIET Africa

Questions
How to find out more :
For more information about the FutureLife-Now! Programme and
MIET Africa’s COVID-19 Response please contact:
MIET Africa
59 Henwood Road
Morningside
Durban, South Africa
Telephone: +27 31 313 3100
E-mail: bashni@miet.co.za
Website: www.mietafrica.com
www.cstlsadc.com
Full Report and associated learning briefs can be accessed on this
website:
https://mietafrica.org/impact-of-covid-19-on-young-people-andadolescents-in-the-sadc-region-report-out-now/
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