
A total of 130 representatives 
came together - some virtually 
and others in person - to 
participate in the first regional 
FutureLife-Now! Sharing Meeting 
of 2022.

The successful hybrid meeting took 
place in Cape Town from 15 to 18 
February and attendees included 
74 government officials from 14 of 
the 16 SADC Member States, as well 
as representatives from the SADC 
Secretariat, the Swiss Agency for  
Co-operation and Development,  
MIET AFRICA and various development 
partners.
 
The meeting provided the SADC 
Member States with updates on 
FutureLife-Now! activities, the 
ESA Commitment evaluation and 
recommitment process, status of CSTL 
mainstreaming and the #1 Million 
Ubuntu Youth Leaders Movement. 

The importance of child and youth 
agency for sustainable development 
and how to develop it, the value of 
technology in education, and the 
urgency of addressing climate change 
through education, were key areas  
of focus. 

Presentations we made by core 
programme partners including SADC, 
UNESCO, UNFPA, UNICEF, SAfAIDS, 
Member States and MIET AFRICA,  
as well as several other NGOs. 

The meeting was chaired by 
Maureen Maguza-Tembo, Deputy 
Director: School Health & Nutrition, 
Malawi. Participants keenly followed 
presentations and engagement by 

virtual participants via the Zoom chat 
facility was robust.

CSTL Technical Committee Meeting 
and FutureLife-Now! Sharing Meeting 
presentations are available for 
download on the MIET AFRICA website 
here and on CSTL PULSE.  
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Pictured at the FutureLife-Now! Sharing Meeting (from left) Amir Fouad, Assistant Regional
Director, Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, Dr Lamboly G.N Kumbonek, 
Senior Programme Officer, SADC Secretariat, Thandi Chaane, CEO, MIET AFRICA, and  
Prof Robin Sannassee, SPO Education, Skills & Development, SADC Secretariat

https://mietafrica.org/cstl-technical-committee-meeting-and-futurelife-now-sharing-meeting-meeting-report-and-presentations-2/
https://a-better-africa.com/show/the-cstl-pulse/wiki


11 March 2022 was a busy 
day for Lesotho in general 
and for Semonkong High 
School in particular. Known as 
Moshoeshoe’s Day, it is an annual 
celebration in remembrance of the 
founder of the Basotho nation, 
the late King Moshoeshoe I, who 
died on the 11 March, 1870. A 
public holiday in Lesotho, this day 
is often celebrated by schools 
through sports activities such as 
athletics and soccer. 

These festivities were interrupted by 
COVID-19, and did not take place 
during 2020 or 2021. However, this 

year, FutureLife-Now! project youth 
facilitator, Thabiso Samuel Sello, 
together with the school’s sports 
and cultural committees, made the 
decision to celebrate this year’s event. 
The day’s programme included many 
traditional dances and songs such as 
Ndlamo, Mokhibo, Selialia, Motebuko, 

Liphotha, and other cultural activities - 
all part of the Sesotho Arts and Culture 
curriculum. 

It was an eye-catching event that 
started with a fun walk from the school 
to the small town of Semonkong. 
Students and teachers marched 
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Semonkong High School Celebrates Moshoeshoes’ Day Through Community Event

Learners at Semonkong High School celebrate with traditional dancing

“Students and teachers marched proudly 
in their African traditional attire while 

ululating residents from the nearby 
villages provided encouragement.” 
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proudly in their African traditional 
attire while ululating residents 
from the nearby villages provided 
encouragement.

The in-country FutureLife-Now! Team 
comprising in-country coordinator, 
Liengoane Kotele, and health co-
ordinator, Puleng Nthinya, supported 
the event and organised a service day 
in collaboration with the two nearby 
health facilities, St Leonard and 
Semonkong. The facilities provided 
information on SRHR and HIV services 
to the youth. “I would call this a day of 
edutainment,” said Kotele, “because 
we were educating and at the same 
time entertaining learners and the 
community at large.”

As many as 100 learners came forward 
to test for HIV. This initiative is in line 
with the FutureLife-Now! focus area 
on HIV prevention to ensure young 
people access HIV testing. “We are 
delighted that the event contributed 
towards achieving our FutureLife-Now! 
programme outcomes by increasing 
knowledge - including the importance 
of testing and ART adherence - 
amongst learners,” said health 
coordinator Nthinya. Learners who 
requested contraceptives were referred 
to appropriate health facilities.

The Ministry of Police and Safety, 
through the Semonkong police 
station’s Child and Gender Protection 
Unit, provided information about 

protection services that are available 
to youth.
 
Sister Mokhoro, principal at 
Semonkong High School, said, 
“Although this was a youth-tailored 
activity, the school is delighted that 
parents, the school board, teachers, 
the local chief, and the counsellor were 
able to take time to attend the event 
and that they showed leadership by 
accessing HIV self-testing services.” 

Makhojane Mahlakeng, who is a 
civic education and peer educator at 
the partner, Development for Peace 
Education Organisation, said, “I feel 
honoured and delighted to have 

attended such an activity supported 
by FutureLife-Now!. I am happy to 
see that we are working towards a 
common goal: youth agency.” 

The day was a success for all, 
especially the youth of the area. Said 
Tumelo Semetse, a Grade 9 learner, “I 
will now pass Arts and Culture since I 
have seen all what is in the books in 
real life.”   

Learners in Basotho traditional attire 

As many as 100 
learners came 
forward
to test for HIV.



Without clean water teachers 
and learners suffer, and schools 
cannot reach their educational 
potential, even if they have skilled 
teachers and knowledge-hungry 
learners. It is difficult for even 
the most motivated learners to 
learn when they are thirsty, or 
sick from drinking dirty water, or 
have to use bathrooms without 
water. These were some of the 
challenges Lusitu Secondary 
School in Zambia faced prior to 
receiving water. 

According to Mweene Andrew 
Mulimba, one of the senior villagers, 
“The Lusitu area can be best described 
as a living hell. It is a hot and drought 
prone desert, with scorching heat, high 
temperatures and bare lands, and 
fresh water is unavailable.” 

At the secondary school the situation 
was even more dire for girls reaching 
puberty. Said one of the teachers, 
“The bathroom situation was very 
discouraging. Most female learners 
dropped out of school when they hit 

puberty, out of embarrassment due 
to the lack of privacy and a conducive 
sanitation environment.” 

Since 2019, however, the situation 
has improved considerably. Through 
FutureLife-Now!, a 5 000 litre 
water tank was erected and three 
garden taps installed; one inside 
the schoolyard, one near the girls’ 
dormitories and a third outside the 
school near the teachers’ houses. 
This tap also catered for community 
members.

FutureLife -Now !

www.mietafrica.org www.cstlpulse.africaISSUE 8 2022

Water, Water Everywhere

To subscribe to the FutureLife-Now! quarterly newsletter email bashni@miet.co.za

FutureLife-Now! Brings Running Water to Lusitu Secondary School Community

Grade 12 learners Moonga Bristol and Hakabwa Charloty preparing to water the school garden
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In 2020, through assistance from 
Global Hope Mobilization (GLOHOMO), 
a sink with two taps was installed in 
all eight of the school’s pit latrines and 
more sinks as well as showers were 
installed in the girls’ dormitories. 
This year, another tank was erected to 
cater for the garden project, and a tap 
was installed in the garden. 

Mulimba said that he was 
overwhelmed. “This project that 
FutureLife-Now! has brought to 
Lusitu Secondary School has not only 
benefited the school but us in the 
community and our livestock too,”  
he said. 

Agness Mutena, a Grade 12 pupil  
at Lusitu Secondary School said  
that before assistance from  
FutureLife-Now!, water was a 
challenge. “We all suffered a lot. We 
used to walk half a kilometre to fetch 
water from the nearby boreholes for 
domestic use,” she said. “We have 

benefited a lot from this project as it 
has become easier for us learners to 
study more without stressing on how 
we shall get water because we now 
have running water in school.”

The availability of running water at 
Lusitu Secondary School has brought 
a number of positive developments. 
The project has enhanced gardening 
and beautified the school. The school 
now has a garden and is offering 
agriculture and gardening skills to the 
learners. 

Learners and the school community at 
large are now able to buy produce like 
onions, tomatoes and okra from the 
school garden instead of walking two 
kilometres to the local market.

Kukenga Kuzanga, a Grade 11 learner 
is a Climate Change Club member. 
“It used to be difficult to plant trees 
or do any form of gardening due to 
unavailability of water.”

FutureLife-Now! has brought 
more than running water to Lusitu 
Secondary School. Solar power has 
been installed, a new wire fence 
erected around the school, and new 
equipment - like balls and jerseys – 
provided for co-curricular activities like 
volleyball, netball and soccer.

“FutureLife-Now! was there to help 
when COVID-19 struck, arranging 
support in the form of face masks, 
hand sanitisers and soap,” says the 
FutureLife-Now! focal person, NK 
Abson. “FutureLife-Now! has also 
brought positive behaviour change and 
awareness amongst learners on HIV 
and AIDS reduction, gender equality, 
boys’ vulnerability and climate change 
as well as care and support for 
teaching and learning through various 
workshops and youth facilitations. We 
are so grateful for all the support.”  

The project has enhanced gardening and 
beautified the school. The school now has 
a garden and is offering agriculture and 
gardening skills to the learners. 
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Fort Rixon High School is Fighting Hard Against Climate Change 

Learners celebrate through singing songs about climate change

Climate change has had an 
alarming effect on the weather in 
many parts of the world, and Fort 
Rixon in south-central Zimbabwe 
is no exception. Initially founded 
as a British military post during 
the Ndebele uprisings, it is now 
an agricultural and ranching 
hub. However, over time the 
weather has changed and the 
area is currently receiving far less 
rainfall than in years gone past, 
with negative consequences for 
agricultural activities and cattle 
ranching.

But this has not gone unnoticed. 
Thanks to the Climate Change Club at 
Fort Rixon High School, there is light at 

the end of this dark tunnel. Led by the 
FutureLife-Now! peer educators, school 
initiatives have been introduced that 
address the effects of climate change. 
Much of this has begun with small 
changes in behaviour and the planting 
of trees. 

Early this year, the club decided to 
host a tree planting ceremony in order 
to raise awareness. The idea was to 
reach out to strategic stakeholders 
and bring other neighbouring schools 
into their campaign. 

A successful event was held at the 
school on 5 April 2022. The theme of 
the day was “Plant a tree, plant hope - 
we are the hopeful generation”. 

Several prominent stakeholders were 
invited to the event, including Farai 
Taruvinga, Member of Parliament (MP) 
for the Insiza District, the councillor 
for Ward 18, Jostina Ndondo, heads 
of neighbouring primary schools, 
a representative from Fort Rixon 
Environmental Education (FREE), the 
Insiza District schools’ inspector, as 
well as learners from neighbouring 
primary schools, parents and 
guardians. In total, 320 people 
attended the ceremony.

Part of the day’s success was 
the generous donations of tree 
seedlings from FREE and from MP 
Taruvinga. This helps strengthen one 
of the FutureLife-Now! objectives 
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– establishing strong partnerships 
within communities to ensure project 
sustainability. 

Another highlight of the day was 
entertainment offered by the learners, 
in the form of poems, dance and 
music. These songs and poems were 
centred around climate change and 
other FutureLife-Now! focus areas, 
namely gender equality including 
addressing boys’ vulnerabilities, and 
ways in which to reduce new HIV 
infections and increase anti-retroviral 
therapy adherence. 

Fort Rixon High School learners 
shared poems and songs about 
the importance of trees and the 
importance of caring for our 
environment, as did primary school 
learners from Mqolweni, Mapholisa, 
St Johns and Nhlahla primary schools. 
This provided hope for the future, as 
the next generation is being educated 
from childhood. 

Invited guests gave speeches on 
the importance of trees and Nelson 
Ngwenya from FREE held a Q&A 
session with the learners. He further 
shared how the honour fell to each 
learner to take good care of all the 
trees. “The trees assist even other 
animals and organisms besides 
humans,” he said. In her talk, local 
councillor Ndondo warned: “Those who 
destroy the environment must desist 
from such activities as they threaten 
our very existence.” 

MP Taruvinga thanked the learners 
for being at the forefront of such a 
noble initiative and added, “You are 
tasked with planning further projects 
that promote self-sustenance and the 
maintenance of our environment.”

The district schools’ inspector, 
through her representative, thanked 
the learners and the parents for 
coming together and taking part 
in the tree planting initiative. Fort 
Rixon peer educators summarized the 

objectives of tree planting and shared 
information on the importance of 
coming up with mitigation measures to 
address climate change issues. 
The actual tree planting took place 
after a demonstration by Ngwenya 
from FREE who instructed learners 
saying: “As taught by our elders before 
us, we should talk to the trees and tell 
the plants what we wish for and look 
forward to. Our learners must speak 
to the trees, and ask for more shade, 
a healthy environment, fruits, and 
beauty.” 

The invited guests were then given an 
opportunity to plant trees, followed 
by the learners and parents. A total 
of 150 trees were planted. The trees 
included the Australian Cherry and the 
Boer Bean tree for the driveway, as 
well as a variety of fruit trees including 
guava, mango, grape, and loquat. 
About 50 tree seedlings were given to 
the invited guests and parents to plant 
at home. 
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Together with a Fort Rixon learner, Edgar Mubvuma of MIET AFRICA 
waters a newly planted tree

MIET AFRICA health coordinator, Ashwell Mberi, gets 
ready to plant a tree
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Executive members of Madisi Youth Club planning how to protect Monjeza forest

Saving the Forests of Malawi
Madisi Youth Club: Partner and Protector of Monjeza Forest Reserve

Monjeza forest sits alongside the 
community of Madisi, and is part 
of the Dowa highland in central 
Malawi. It was once home to an 
abundance of wildlife. Nowadays, 
although the 30-kilometre reserve 
is still home to over 300 hyenas, 
many bushbucks and a range of 
endangered species, it is sadly not 
the place it once was. 

Overpopulation, overdependence on 
natural resources and overgrazing 
by domesticated animals have led to 
deforestation and contributed to the 
loss of Monjeza’s magnificent reserve. 
But all is not lost. The youth of Madisi 
are taking matters in hand. Over the 
past two years, the Madisi Youth Club, 
assisted by FutureLife-Now! youth 
facilitator, Isaac Dyson, embarked on a 
project to protect the Monjeza Forest 
Reserve. 

The club is ensuring that the youth 
have a leading role in taking 
responsibility and creating solutions 
for issues that affect their community 
and the country at large. 

An innovative approach, centred on 
community stakeholders’ involvement, 
is helping to reverse this negative 
trend. Supported by FutureLife-Now!,  
Madisi Youth Club mobilized 
community members - including village 
headmen, parents, assistant forest 
officers and community development 
officers - to protect Monjeza forest.

In September, all 72 Madisi Youth 
Club members, plus two group 
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village headmen and 15 parent 
representatives constructed fire 
breaks to protect the forest from bush 
and wildfires. It took over a week to 
complete the tough work that left the 
youth club members exhausted but 
happy. 
 
“We are motivated to protect Monjeza 
forest through constructing fire breaks 
and raising awareness of the negative 
impact of the wanton cutting down of 
trees in the forest,’’ says Antony Issa, 
Madisi Youth Club’s chairperson. The 
youth club has also raised awareness 
of the importance of preserving 
Monjeza’s natural forest. “This has 
built our capacity, self-confidence and 
empowered us to be leaders in our 
communities,” added Issa. 

“We have been working with the 
FutureLife-Now! programme for three 
years now, and among other issues, 
we have been empowered to address 
climate change through protecting the 
physical environment.”

For his part, Anderson Chapuma, a 
group village headman, is grateful for 
the work of the Madisi Youth Club. 
“These young people enlightened us 
on the importance of protecting our 
natural forests. Together with other 
local leaders, we will make sure the 
Monjeza forest regains its lost glory,” 
he said. 

“We have put proper measures in 
place to prevent people from cutting 
down trees carelessly. We will also 
make sure villagers are involved in the 
management of the forest.”

Currently, with involvement of all 
stakeholders that benefit from it, the 
community is ensuring that Monjeza 
forest regains its lost glory.  

Idrissa Issa, Madisi Youth Club chairperson, demonstrating to fellow youth how to create 
a firebreak around Monjeza Forest Reserve

“ We are motivated to protect Monjeza forest 
through constructing fire breaks and raising 

awareness of the negative impact of the 
wanton cutting down of trees in the forest. “


